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MEDIA RELEASE
6 December 2011

Gloucester Blockade Not Intended to Disrupt Local Businesses
Landholders and residents who have launched a blockade to stop AGL from moving a drilling rig on site in preparation for the drilling of a further series of pilot wells, do not intend to disrupt other local businesses or landholders.

“This action is directed against AGL” said Barrington-Gloucester-Stroud Preservation Alliance spokesperson, Graeme Healy.  “There is a large dairy farm at the end of the blockaded road and arrangements are in place to ensure minimal inconvenience to that landholder.  Employees, service providers and most importantly, the daily tanker that collects the milk, are all coming and going.”
“Preparatory work for the drilling includes construction of an access road by a local earthmoving business.  As this business had not received prior warning of the blockade and had incurred costs to line up vehicles to haul gravel today, this morning we negotiated in good faith with the owner, an arrangement to allow gravel to continue to be hauled to the site today.  Despite this, no gravel trucks presented at the blockade site during the morning.”
“At approximately 1:00 pm, AGL’s Operations Manager arrived at the site and presented a new proposition.  He advised that it had been decided to focus operations today on the hauling of gravel from the quarry at Stroud Road to a stockpile in Gloucester.  He sought agreement to the movement of gravel from the stockpile to the site, in the order of 40 to 50 truckloads, over the next two to three days.”
“This is a significantly different arrangement from that negotiated in good faith with the earthmoving business this morning and we were unable to agree to the proposition as it would have amounted to a fundamental breaching of the blockade.”
“Apart from this incident, the blockade site is calm and orderly.  Tents and marquees have been erected, food and refreshments have been supplied and amenities provided.  A roster system has been established and people have settled in for the long haul”, said Mr Healy.
Interestingly, the first politician to visit the site was Liberal MLC and member of the Standing Committee inquiring into coal seam gas, Scott McDonald.  He arrived at about 1:00 pm and spent considerable time discussing our concerns.  Greens Senator Lee Rhiannon arrived mid-afternoon and spent several hours chatting with the people on the blockade.  Both wished us well!
For comment: Graeme Healy 6558 8159 or 0407 249 115
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