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MEDIA RELEASE
7 December 2011

Gloucester Residents Endorse Blockade
At a public meeting in Gloucester this evening, residents unanimously endorsed the mounting of the blockade to stop AGL from drilling a further four pilot wells and called on the NSW government to immediately implement a moratorium on all coal seam gas exploration until an independent scientific investigation into the environmental, economic and social impacts of coal seam gas is completed.

Member for Lyne, Rob Oakshott sent his apologies and staffer Peter Besseling attended in his place.

“It was an enthusiastic meeting.  People were clamouring to add their names to the blockade roster” said Barrington-Gloucester-Stroud Preservation Alliance spokesperson, Graeme Healy.  “Expressions of support and offers of assistance are coming from far and wide.  Many communities are now facing the prospect of having a coal seam gas field developed in their midst and they are watching events here in Gloucester with great interest.”
“There is a common thread in the conversations.  Ordinary, law-abiding people across the state are saying governments have failed us and we have no recourse but to take direct action to protect our water resources and farmland.”
At the blockade site, AGL gave an undertaking that no attempt would be made to move gravel onto the site today and moved to commence negotiations.  “We welcome AGL’s approach and we will negotiate in good faith to achieve a satisfactory outcome”, said Mr Healy.
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