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MEDIA RELEASE
8 December 2011

AGL Makes Concession but Blockade Remains
There was a dramatic development at the blockade today.  AGL announced that it was deferring its proposed exploration drilling program until:

· an independently peer reviewed hydrogeological study of the Stage 1 area has been completed and the results made public; and
· the results of the judicial review into the consent for the Stage 1 gas production program are handed down by Justice Pepper.

“The Barrington-Gloucester-Stroud Preservation Alliance welcomes this development”, said spokesperson Graeme Healy.  “It is a concession by AGL to widespread public anger and concern”.
“However AGL has not agreed to our demand that a completely independent hydrogeological study of the entire Gloucester Basin be undertaken.”

“The groundwater study will now be the subject of ongoing negotiations and the blockade will remain in situ until the negotiations are concluded” said Mr Healy.
“We are deeply concerned about possible environmental harm resulting from erosion of partially completed roadworks at the drilling site.  We have therefore agreed to allow AGL to undertake minimal remediation in accordance with a schedule of work which they have agreed to provide.”
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