
Gloucester Blockade Confirms Water Study Demand
Blockade Remains in Place
Gloucester residents who are continuing a blockade of AGL’s coal seam gas operations have rejected the manipulative negotiating tactics of AGL over an independent groundwater study.

AGL announced that planned exploration drilling will be suspended until the results of a major groundwater study are published.  AGL agreed to enter into negotiations with the Barrington-Gloucester-Stroud Preservation Alliance about the study but in a media release issued on Thursday, AGL unilaterally declared the terms of that groundwater study.

“This is indicative of the manipulative public engagement that has created so much distrust in the community” said Alliance spokesperson, Graeme Healy.

The community is insistent that a fully independent groundwater study be undertaken.  We have agreed to good faith negotiations over the terms of an independent water study and we reject the bullying tactic of AGL announcing the outcome before negotiations begin.

The blockade is being maintained.  Vehicles have been moved off the road in consideration of local landholders but we have a strong contingent ready to blockade any attempt by AGL to resume exploration drilling.

“We are deeply concerned about possible environmental harm resulting from erosion of partially completed road works at the drilling site on the Avon River floodplain.  To prevent this from happening, we have agreed to allow AGL to undertake minimal remediation before the site is mothballed.  This work will be allowed to proceed unimpeded under the observation of an Alliance representative.”
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