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MEDIA RELEASE
12 December 2011

Heavy Rain Delays Site Remediation Works
Blockade Remains in Place
Heavy rain overnight and throughout the day has delayed remediation of partially completed roadworks at AGL’s coal seam gas drilling site on the Avon River floodplain at Forbesdale, south of Gloucester.

Barrington-Gloucester-Stroud Preservation Alliance spokesperson, Graeme Healy said “The conditions are very trying for people at the blockade but spirits remain high and the blockaders are resolved to stay the course”.

Blockaders are decidedly unimpressed by comments made by Gloucester Mayor, Geoff Slack, in today’s Newcastle Herald.  Mr Slack claimed that the blockaders did not represent the rest of the community and were not farmers.

“Mr Slack is a pro-mining member of council who has made no attempt to engage with the community to understand the concerns about mining expansion,” said Mr Healy.  “He is the only councillor who has not attended any of the community meetings called over the last 5 years to discuss mining expansion in the Gloucester Valley.”

“It is his usual practice to simply dismiss those who raise concerns about mining expansion as being ‘the usual doomsayers’ or to claim that their views are unrepresentative.”

“As someone who attracted just 6 per cent of the vote at the last council election, Mr Slack is skating on very thin ice when he talks about who does or does not represent the community.”

“Mr Slack has not visited the blockade.  If he does, he will have the opportunity to speak with a large number of farmers – farmers who are involved in a broad range of agricultural activities including beef cattle grazing, viticulture, horticulture, goat dairying and farm forestry.“
“This action is directed against AGL” said Mr Healy.  “We have tried to ensure minimal inconvenience to local landholders and businesses.”
“The project was approved without a comprehensive groundwater study having been completed.  The community has long been calling for an independent groundwater study of the Gloucester Basin.  If coal seam gas extraction proceeds and damage to water systems does occur, people will have much more to worry about than a temporary loss of income.”
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