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MEDIA RELEASE
16 December 2011
AGL DRILLING SITE TO BE MOTHBALLED
BLOCKADE NO LONGER NEEDED
AGL will today begin the process of mothballing the site of its proposed coal seam gas exploration drilling south of Gloucester.  Access to the site has been blockaded for the past twelve days by local landholders who have been demanding that AGL cease its drilling program until the results of an independent water study of the Gloucester Basin have been completed and presented to the public.
“Now that equipment is being withdrawn and the site vacated, there is no longer a need to maintain the blockade” said Barrington-Gloucester-Stroud Preservation Alliance spokesperson, Graeme Healy.  “There will be a party at the blockade site on Saturday evening to celebrate the decision by AGL to defer

its exploration drilling program and vacate the site, and the blockade will be pulled down on Sunday.”
 “It is expected that site stabilisation will take a couple of days to complete and this work will be done under the watchful eyes of Alliance observers.”

“While we are happy that AGL has publicly committed to defer its exploration drilling program until after the outcome of a court challenge and further water studies (see Note 1), the company has not yet agreed to the independent water study demanded by the community.”

“AGL has agreed to enter into negotiations with the Alliance over the terms of a water study but we are adamant that it needs to be fully independent to have credibility.  We are not going to accept another round of hollow community consultation.”

“This action has been aimed at AGL.  We have attempted to minimise inconvenience to local businesses and landholders.  We deeply regret any inconvenience or loss suffered as a result of this action.  Landholders have long been calling for an independent hydrogeological study of the entire Gloucester Basin.  This has fallen on deaf ears and people felt they had no option but to take direct action.”

 “We expect to commence discussions with AGL in the new year.”

For comment: Graeme Healy 6558 8159 or 0407 249 115
For more information: www.bgsp-alliance.asn.au
Note 1: www.agl.com.au
 (go to ‘About AGL’ then ‘ASX and Media Release’)
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